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"By JAN PADFIELD 
= Deseret News Staff Writer 
_ HEBER CITY — Gov. Cal- 


blue railroader’s cap and 
jaunty blue scarf, had a ball 
riding the Heber Creeper 
through Provo Canyon Friday 
on a special ‘Governor's 

Day” excursion. 

“I am delighted with what 
they have done with the train 
and it appears to be a finan- 
cial success,” he said. “If it 
continues, I will not hesitate 
‘to ask the state to build the 
necessary overpass in Provo 

Canyon at the state's 
expense.” 

He said the Gieeper is not a 
major industry at this time, 
“but neither is anything else, 
and it takes all of these recre- 
ational activites working to- 
gether to attract tourists to 
the state.” 

OFFICIALS RODE 


Close to 100 city, county and 
state officials boarded the 
train in Heber for the 3-hour 

trip to Bridal Veil Falls and 
back, 
y _ Among them were Henry C. 
i | Helland, State director of 


be ighways; James Moyle and 
farold B. Tippetts of the Utah 


ER 


d Recreation Divi- 
embers of the Public 
ice _ Commission; Salt 
__ Commissioners 
arrison and E. J. 
icity? HENO: 
Mill 
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Harvey Murdock, Don Hoggan, Curt Ashton render “Wasatch Cannon Ball.” 


mayors and town council 
members from most Wasatch 
Front towns. 

INDIANS ATTACK 

During the journey some In- 
dians staged a raid on the 
train and later. bandits 
attempted a holdup, but the 
train outran them. Just before 
the Creeper reached the 
Heber depot, 20 horshemen 
swooped down and abducted 
the hostesses from the train 
and rode off with them. 


pi Rampton left the train at 


Bridal Veil Falls to return to 
Salt Lake City and prepare 


for the upcoming special ses- 
sion of the Legislature. 


200 RIDE DAILY 


Lowe Ashton, president of 
Wasatch Mountain Railway 
Co., said-‘‘We exceed 200 pas- 
sengers daily and 500 a day 
on weekends. We're facing 
turn-away crowds, even with 
the two additional cars we 
have ordered.” 


The recreational train, pow- 


‘ered by antique 


engines, 
makes two runs daily on 
weekends and holidays at 10 
a.m. and 3 p.m, and one run 
on weekdays at 1:30 p.m, The 
train does not run on Tues- 
days. The trip starts from the 
restored depot on Center 
Street in Heber. Price is $3.50 
for adults and $1.75 for chil- 
dren, | 

Since it began operation 
less than a month ago it has 
hauled more than 5,000 paying 
passengers, i 


a 


Another said there is m 
comfortable individual seat- 
ing. “We could increase the 
capa if we put-in-o 
ble venches down the aisles, 
but we aren’t convinced that’s 
good business,” he said. 


Ashton believes the success 
is in the unique appeal of the 
old train, the specatcular sce- 
nery, the capable crew (all 
“old timers,” either in actual 
railroad working experience, 


. or through many hours of 


work in the railroad buff asso- 
ciations), the entertainers, 
Don Hoggan, Harvey Murdock 


dou-—: 


and Curt Ashton who play gui- | 


tars and sing railroad and 
folk songs, and si x attractive 
hostesses, college coeds Carol 
Ritchie,JaLynn Rasmussen, 
Teresa Ellertson, Laurel Ma- 
honey, SUusan Ashton and 


Rosemary Zufelt.Chief engi- | 


neers are Clarence Stirng- 
ham, a retired engineer and 
Charles Nielsen, Jr., who is a 
locomotive engineer by voca- 


tion and hobby, His father is | 


alternate engineer, 


LOVE TO HELP 
“Also, people enjoy partici- 
pation, We're thinking of put- 


ting in a turntable so passen- | 


gers can help turn a 120-ton 


engine. Tehere are times 
when unknowing . fishermen 
have parked across the 


tracks, and the passengers, 
get out and help’ the crew | 
move the autos. They love it! | 


See CREEPER on Page B-2 | 


Continued from Page B-1 


More than one frantic fisher- 
man has come up over the 


“rl moye it Tl she 


ing, 
it!” 
The. “Iron Horse Trail. 


through the “Alps of Utah’? is 
a dream come true for Ashton 
and a handful of Heber Valley 
businessmen and the railroad 
clubs. They convinced the 
governor and Legislature of 
its merits and in June the 
State Park and Recreation 
Department purchased the 
railroad right-of-way through 
Provo Canyon from the State 
Road Commission for $125,000. 

To date, the operation has 
six antique steam engines, 
open air cars, closed cars, a 
baggage car converted -to 
restrooms and snack bar fac- 
jlities and a caboose. 

During the “good years,” 
back at the turn of the centu- 
ry, the Denver and Rio 
Grande Western Railroad 
Company did a treemendous 
business on the small line, It 
carried more freight, lumber, 
sheep, wool, livestock, com- 
modities and people than any 
railroad of its size in the 


banks of the proyo RIVER, in 


city at 10 oval 
you canuleave Salt Lak 
p.m, and arrive in Heber a 
8:05 am, ‘This gives -yoi ‘yo 
seven hours in the ‘metrop 
and the whole of the 
day in the city” said the W 
atch Waye, local publication 
under the headline: “Hel 
Now in Touch with Outsi 
World.” » 
Truck transportation 
the conyenience of mr 
automobile eut into 

Iroad’s business so 

1963 only one train came int 
the valley each week an 
later er on an “as neei 


Commission, — 
But the Hebei Cr e 
holds fond memories fo a 

of people. Ol 5 
member the- ee 
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cliffs and pine ests 
waterfalls along th 
River, 
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Some of the memories are 
more irritating than pleasant. 
The train stopped where and 
when it pleased and crept 
along at a snail’s pace, oblivi- 
ous to the honking of cars, 
Everybody called it (among 
other things) the Heber 
Creeper. 

Then there was the time one 
summer day back i the 1920s 
when the Creeper and the 
Interurban, an electric train 
which ran between Payson 
and Salt Lake City, ran into 
each other on the corner of 
2nd West and Center Street in 
Provo. Neither train had an 
jron-clad schedule. 

One chapter in the history 
of the Creeper goes like this: 
There was a small boy (no- 
| body seems to remember is 
name) who was a victim of a 
crippling disease. He lived 
with his mother in a small 
apartment facing the Creeper 
tracks at First South and Sec- 
ond West. 
| No matter how early or how 
late the Creeper passed his 
window, the boy was there to 
wave at the trainmen who 
would ring the bell and blow 
the whistle for his enjoyment. 
This daily exchange of greet- 
ing ripened into a deep friend- 
ship and when Christmas 
came that year, back in the 
1940's, the crew of the Creep- 
| er joined Santa in presenting 

t he boy with an electric train. 

J. W. Wernz, 557 W. 200 So., 

Provo, remembers that he 

and Santa delivered the train 

right from the Creeper that 

Christmas Eve. Wernz is re- 

tired now after many years as 

conductor on the Heber 

Creeper, 


Heber Creeper pauses at scenic Bridal Veil Falls in Provo Canyon before start 
of return run to Heber during special “Governor's Day” excursion Friday. 
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_ HEBER CITY — Gov. Calvin L. 
Rampton briefly returned to the days of 
railroading’s golden age Friday as he 
rode through Provo Canyon aboard the 
“Heber Creeper.” 

It was reminiscent of the early 1900s 
as old engine Number 35 pulled the four 
cars of visiting dignitaries along the 
route once vital to the economic and live- 
stock development of Utah. 

The governor, clad in a railroader’s 
: striped hat and blue scarf, was joined by 
: bout 80 others for the “Governor's Day’? 
: ride from Heber City to Bridal Veil Falls 
and return. On board for the 344-hour 
trip were most Wasatch County mayors, 
Salt Lake City Commissioners Conrad B. 
Harrison and E, J. ‘Jake’ Garn, and 
State Highway Director Henry Helland. 
Gov. Rampton departed the train at 


———— 
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Bridal Veil Falls and returned to Salt 
Lake City to prepare bills for the upcom- 
ing special legislative session. : 

mductor Paul Keefer signaled the 
old locomotive to pull out of the Heber 
City depot to begin the governor's first 
ride on the historic train, The old engine 
steamed through Heber Valley over 
tracks that once helped make the town 
one of the west’s largest sheep shipping 
centers, 

Its whistle blowing, the old train 
rumbled and bumped past Deer Creek 
Reservoir into wooded Provo Canyon 
towards the falls 18 miles below. 

The Wasatch Mountain Railway train 
appeared to capture the imagination of 
the young aboard and rekindle memories 
of the oldsters as it wound down the ma- 
jestic canyon, 

As the crew played guitars and man- 
dolins, and hostesses sang, the governor 
and hostess JaLynn Rasmussen danced 


co 


railroad tune in the baggage car, 

assengers joined the singing, clap. 

hands to the music as the crew sang” i 

we Ashton, company president, said 

ip was to show the governor the re- 

S of what area residents have done to 

e the old railway and to thank him 

e opportunity to try the venture. 

v. Rampton said he was delighted — 

e ride, but was even more delight- 

at tourist attraction appears to bea 

al success, 

. Ashton said the train has been | 

operating at its 250-passenger capacity 

the ja several days and GEA 7 
st into the Heber area than expect- | 

e train’s initial run was July 10, | 
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.S. Savings Bond sign, erected on — 
awn of the county side of the City 
1 County Building a week ago, re- 
ed standing Friday despite an order 
City Commission that it be re- 


Y commissioners had ruled the , 
vhich urges the e of sav- 
ings bonds, violates city zoning ordi- 
nanceg. ome 


to dismantle the sign, they were ; 
ilip Re 


Mest 
city ai 

ssed by the city attorney’s office. — 

gel the city has laws that 

ernment unit to abide by anoth- — 

k pecially n 


